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DECLARATION 


Of the Convention of Eftres of 
+ the Kingdome of Stone. - 


© Tisnow, eee Cappioſe; a 
| Fommmrnyrni be khowas to 
——_——_ 


| What their Jn vous and inp! 
deliverance, and how mercifully and reonly 
the good hand of God did fetclexheir and. 
Peace, againſtthe devices, attempts and praficc of 
Papifts, Prelatesand Maligna xs. v. hey not 
benwidren vweriennl blindnedſe anda | 
of heart, would have ſcene andack 
erred God\ apaliſtthein, andrheraſelyves | 
1 ngagaini{God. Bur theſe Enemicvof all tiph- 
C - revulnce falb as \ and maiſciets, zJ0770t 


2 ceaſe 


ceal to pervert the nght wayes of the Lord, Their k 


epboſdenthidday ininiſeretile bulotd;andait 


and hetlitoa 


(2) 


greafprojett atid maine define” againſt the'refor- - 
med Religion and people of God;is notaltered, but | 
Cor booth one and the ſame: their furic and: malice 


nated, And' theie plots and policiesd per, 3 


 andmore wicked then before; _ finding their | 


fraud fruſtrated, and their forces beaten back upon- 
Mato ff opt " withnew ſtratagems, freſh re | 
t1SAS ater/po wer, aſhulted anothet 
part 6h, wail, nd oy ad the breach ſowide 
od large, tha theyhaye entred,ang. penn toroare 


in the midſt of the Congregations of Gods people, 
arld ar up}thpir Enfignesar Signes, which 
to tieouwrlf riefe All whoarc;nok both 


voyd ol = pn 9 ofoaturall affed nts 


&,vplcſſeitbeproventedby their timeous 
atlſpe dy delivetinee; ſhall (wee know not how 
{6an ]bcicen/and file in this Kingdome; where, as 
the: enemies did begin, {0 ſhall they crid-this bloody, 


barbazous, and Anti-chriſtian tragedie, if-the Au- 


thors þenotinterrupted and driven from the Stage, 
before:theyþring it to their intended cqniyulion 
pplauſe.. 
It 1s wee confeſs 'no \ Ginall cataort to thi Is Kirke | 


andKingdome, = we haye been willing and ready 


by Eg: _ the biginnitig, 'to ar" 
this 


—_— ' ay 


C3). 8 

this unnaturall fire;all who have had place and pub- 
like atereſt; the Lords of his Majeſties privie Coun- 
cel], the Commiſſioners for conſerving the peace, 
and the generall Afembly of this Kirke' and their 
Commiſſioners; having with. all carciand faithful- 
neſſeapplicd themſelves, from'time ro time, to uſe al 
oY meanes ;ſuch as are their humble defires, their 
upplications,Declartionsand Remonſtrancesto his 
Majeſtyfor a bleſſed Pacification: And afterall theſe 
had proved incffc&uall, Commiſſioners wereſent 
| to repreſent how much this Kirke and Kingdome 
from their intereſt in the preſervation of their owne 
Religion, theſafety of his Majeſtics Perſon,and their 
neerrelation to their Brethren of Exgland,werecon- 
cerned in the unhappy differences, betwixt his Ma» 
zcity and the houſes of Parliament,and in all humili-- 
ty and tendernefle,;to make offer of their mediation - 
and national interceſſion,for removing them in ſuch 
a way as might moſt ſerve for: his Majeſties honour, 
and the good of his people ; but after long atren-" 
dance,much contrary to their deſires and hopes,and 
to the expeCtation of al his Majeſties good Subjefts 
in both Kingdomes({o prevalent were the Countels 
of the Popiſh Prelaticall,;and Malignant party;'ap= 
prehending their owne troubles and miſery, in the 


— = 


publike peace and happineſle of the King and his 
people) the offer of their humble ſervice andfaith- 
pb: a, -— full 


—— 
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fullindeavours,was utterly refuſed & rejected, upon 
no ether reaſon, but that they had no warrant nor 
. capacity:for {uch a mediation, although authorized 
by a Commiſſion from his Mayeſty and Parliament 
forthat effe@ ; and that the intermixture ofthe go- 
yeriment of the Church of Exglund with the cvill 
government, was ſuch a mylſtcrieas could not be un- 
derſiood by them ; although it be true which was 
thenoften replyed; that in the eighth demandofthe 
Treaty of Peace, the deſire of uniformity in Kirke- 
overnment was kindly entertained, and reccived 
uch an an{wer, as hath beca fiacc a-doorc ofhope 
to this Kirke and Kingdome of obtaining their de- 
ſices: and although the houſes of Parhament, who 
are. beſt acquainted with the conſtitution of that 
kingdome, and whom it moſt conceracth, have paſ- 
fed their Bill, for aboliſhing of Epiſcopal govern- 
menthot only as a great impediment t6 the perfect 
reformation and growth of Religion (which in a 
Chriſtian kingdoame is a ſufficient groune} but alſo, 
as very prejudicial to the civil ſtate & government. 
The Commiſſioners having returned from Oxford 
without ſucce(&, and the mifcries of - Irelapd, the 
troubles of Exglard,and the dangers and preſſures of 
this kingdoinemore and more mcreafing; the Lords 
of his Mayefties Councell, the Commilſioners for 
conferving the Peace, and the Commiſſioners for 
= = the 
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the Common burthens, all intruſted wich thepub- 
like affaires of the kingdome refpeQively, found 
theraſclves prefied above their place and power, 
with difficulties, which required the Conimon 
Countell, content and refalution of the Eſtates 
of the k3 , and were neceſlitate according to 
the prattice of former times ( his Majeſty having 
denied a Parliament, being fupplicated. for that 
cffeF) to call a Convention of the Eſtates, that by 
their wifdame they might confider of the common. 
duty, and. provide for the publique ſafety. of th 
Kingdome, in a time of ſuch extremity; No ſooner 
dd the Convention of Eftates, which was met with 
mare then ardinary frequency and alacrity , cmter. 
into publike conſultation, but the-goodpeovidence 
of Gad ſtill watching over this Countrey for good, 
did bring to-therr band, a diſcevery of divers trea- 
cherounattempts, againſt the Kicke and Kingdom ; 
asif the Conventian had been called to: receive in- 
formation. of the dangers, amd; to provide remedies, 
far the fadcty of the:publique.. Like as the dangers. 
difeoyered unta them, were: made publikely known 
_ andwith. theadvice of the Conimfliencrs of theige-. 

nerall Afiembby,che-memedies alfo were agrecd upon. 
and publifkedin pane; . _ - - 
Amongſt theſe remedies a-ehiefe one was, to 
confider of the renewing af a league:and affociati- 


on 


' £6) 
on with England, for defence of Religion , and the 
mutuall peace of the Kingdomes againſt the com. 
mon enemy, and how farre the fame might be ex- 
tended apainſt PreJacieand popiſh Ceremonies for 
athiformity in Kirk-government, and the.cxternall 
worſhip of God, as is more fully expreſſed tn the 
Remonſtrance. of the remedies ofthe dangers of 
Religion. But 'before the Convention. of Eſtates 
kad entered'upon'this grave confiderationCommil- 
fioners came from both Houſes of the Parliament of 
England, warranted and authorized to propound 
their defires of the fame union & ſtrait conjunfion 
6f the two Nations, againſt Papiſts, and. Prelates, 
with their adherents; And: to conſider with the 
Eſtates of this Kingdome , of ſuch articles or Pro- 
poſitions, 4s might make the affiltance and union, 
betwixt the two Nations: more beneficiall and ef- 
fequall for the common ſecurity of Religion and 
Liberty, Upon rhemanifeſtation of this concurle 
of:the ſtrong inclinations and defires of the Eſtates 
of-both Kingdomes, with which the Generall A\- 
ſembly, 'did moſt unanimouſly and heartily joyne 
their defires;counſels, and prayers, a Committee of 
the Convention of Eſtates;and a Commuttee of the 
Generall Aſſembly, were appointed'to meet, with 
the Commiſſioners ofthe Houſes of Parliament,for 
confidering the beſt and readieſt waies, by m_ 

nc thele . 


(7) | 
theſe common deſires ard conceptions mj he be . 
ripened;and brought forward toward Et Jon, y 
and (ifjt were poſſible\ to birth and ation, for the * 
comfort of both Kingdomes,in Religion and peace. 
Theſe three Committees after fome mectings for”; 
debate and deliberation, did reſolvein end , that,” 
according to the commendable pradtice of the 
two Kingdomes in former times of diſtreſſe and 

Nations, in the like caſe ; and the late example of | 
the Kirke and Kingdome of Scotlaxd, the beſt and © 
moſt effe&uall meanes for preſerying Religion,and 

both kingdomes from utter ruincand defirutiion © 
and for procuring peace, and all other ble ings, 5 
were: That both kingdomes enter into a ſolemne 
League and Covenant.to be ſworne and ſubſcribed 
by His Majeſties Subjeds of all degrees in both 


kingdames, who love the true Proteſtant, reformed 


: Þ Religion, His Majeſties honourand fafety,and their 


owne :happineſie: And therefore they did with 
.common conſent agree upon the firſt lineaments 
and-principall parts of a Covenant, - to be 6ffered 
to the view, and to be conſidered by the wiſedome 
of the full Aſſembly of the kirke, and Convention . 
of-Eſtares, which, how ſoone it was preſented unto 
them, and read once andagaine in their audience, 
did ſo affe& their hearts, rhat the fire which had 
made themto meltin teares at the ſolemnizing of 
vY ts B Foe 
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create fot1 | 2 ot 
"Wi no Soil Cother'p HOUST in WI 
$45 ple y tf dear ih y te9T Chic 
nt {4 Se vi Fe Ppt on : and lll IT 
RAE Pb T5, 15 thefonncs of © 
Flog Gore HS if dherened will Fae" 
Rees ek TRreEaek Fong AGSthefe: * 
foe OS wewlll cither betray our Religion, Li-* 
bittics” -M "and Laws, bL- E1 and alt that wedhudtirsdoe” 
polleſſe, into theif Hale! And foffer CE ERa Ys | 
- cut off andmaſſicred 'by fic bloody and batba-' 
rous cruelty, ; as they Kive executed this time paſt in 
Freland and England, there is a neceflit ity 'of tak? Ing of” 
Arines for mutuall defercs - in the caule of Religi-' . 
oi, of the Kings honour, of the liberty and peace. 
of ile kingdomes,: and of every one of tis in our own. 
pnyate eſtate and” conditi6n, In this cafe it is moſt 
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; neqellarythatevery ane agalaltall doubringbe ger 
ſiradee in. his, mipde ,of.the lawiulnelle orotic 
[xakipg,andoft rhe goodasſls ofthe Cauſe maintained 
-opiai Englavd, and the, gelverance.,of eunrBacghran 
out ofthe drptha ofatiiion,che preſervation phoyr 
,owne;Beligian, and okgprfclves irnmpheextromigy 
#i:quierycand mhefpiemot PRARSHLYS Rings: 256 his 
-kipgdonics:from deſtrufion- ayd.delplationr; >Mwy 
eneofwhich;; by.all Law divineand humane, jaigo 
-jafewEplitaking earmns how mughaiore yehn 
all; o;chem;arg HO SH 99E3 Whaloeveanavlth- 
(diawsthahd bideth.himiclkip-{luch a debate ang wou- 
-triefetfie, lerhim conſiden yhether.hebe.notahater 
of his. Brethrew, againſt Chriliapand gamma chiagi.- 
-b&f ; 28chatT of; himicliciand bis poſjeritylageinſighe 
lawand light of nature; A hater of thiKing and his 
- kingdomes, againſt loyalty and-camman'duty z;And 
.aliates pf Godagaiuſtal) Religion ang Negce., !15,1, 
; - ':Congerningithe-firſ, The queſtionJsnot,ndqheed 
we diſpute, whether we may propagate our Religion 
by Armes, but whether, accarding to.our power wee 
ought to3fiſt our Brethren in Englad, whoare cal- 
ling for ourhelp; and are ſhedding their blood/in de- 
fence of that power, without which, Religion can nei- 
ther be Cefended'nor reformed,nor ynity ofReligion 
with 1s; and other:rctogined Kirks beattained:who 
havein the caule ofReligion, and;the like exigence 


' (10) 


 alliſtedvs and otherreformed Kirks: to whom;of 61d! 
"and of late, we have made promiſes ofthe reall Decla- 
rations of all Chriſtian duty and thankfulneſſe ; And 
Who, upon our deſifes and their indeayotits for uttity 
'th Religion, have often warned us;that-the malignant 
-party would bend al theirinvention-andforces tb in- 
*terrupt the work, and to ruine & deſtroy themin the 
© ndertaking of it;which'we'ſee this day come topalke. 
[The queſtion-isno f6oner-rightly ſtated; but it is 4s 
ſoone re(olved:the Lord ſave us from the curſe of Me- 
' iy83; who'came not to belp the Lord,ta help the Lord agtinſt 
"$hemighty: when welvok upon the Cauſe which they 
maintuine, the prayers, teares, and blood whieh they 
' liave powred forth; and the inſofencics and blaſphe- 
'mies of the'efteriiies,. we:cannot doube,' bur inlarpe- 
' ment and*deliverance ſhall ariſe-unto Exylend ; bat 
we have reaf6n to feare, if weupon ſofaire a calling, 


fit ſtill and holdur peace, this kirke arid kingdome 


ſhall periſhby the handof the ſame enemy, and there 


fall be none to deliver us: And who knowes, whether 


the Lord hath granted us mercy, furniſhed us with 


- men of war,put weapons in our hands;and culled this 


great Cotincel of the Eſtates, for warrant & direttion 


'fer-ſuch'a time as this ? God forbid;and be it far from 
- usto fit downe at caſe (if wee may promiſe to our - 
| ſelves eaſe) on this ſide of Fordan, till our Brethren be 
© poſſeſſediin the liberties of the kingdome of Chriſt. - 
'>* Neither concerning the ſecond, isthe queſtion-{as _ 
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usin'our Religion a 


'ceive to be the fountaine whence have iflyed al] 
reaſon, That | 
f; d; rke-. 


on. or - 
Peace, muſt be common to both ? If England (hall ſab-. 
due the enemies of Religion without that aſliſtance 
which they call for from usat this time, what h-Ip can | 
 weexped from them in the houre of our tentation, 

which we haye deſerved, and the Lord may bring up- 
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upon confidence of their awne 

| | xir bo and ſevera [1 Jocpeles, It þer nof. our, pi 
*beihg in'qur power,to ſtop orpr reyent the effuſign of 
| Chr tan blo od? Role whether” we poli v4. not to.en- 
"deavourt to reſcue Our Native King, his Crowne and 
Poſterity out of the midſt of lo many dangers, andto 
Preſerve his people: and kingdome fromruine and dc- 
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